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Natural Gas : Awaiting an Arab Coordinating Policy

Hussain Abdullah
Abstract

Natural gas industry is expected to grow substantially and occupy the
same importance as the international crude oil industry. In particular, the paper
examines the future outlook of the natural gas international trade from an Arab
perspective.

After reviewing the characteristics of natural gas in comparison with
other energy sources, the paper gives an overview of the main features and
recent trade patterns and future prospects of the natural gas market. It then
describes the experience of Qatar as a Leading Arab country in exporting
natural gas.

The paper shows the close link between oil and natural gas prices. This
factor combined with the important size of natural gas reserves in the Arab
region calls for an Arab coordinated natural gas policy.
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Water Oil, and the Arab Region’s
Sustainable Development?

Atif Kubursi*

ABSTRACT

Water basins in the Arab region may not be connected geographically, but
they are connected strategically. Israel and Turkey have forged strategic alliances
that are under-pinned by manipulating water availability to other riparians.
Israel’s long arm has reached Ethiopia trying to pressure Egypt into a more
accommodating stance, and Turkey is trying to extract political and economic
concessions from Syria and Iraq by adjusting the flow of the Euphrates. It is clear
that the Arabs need not only work towards a more sustainable economic
development strategy by moving off non-renewable resources and a more
rational conservation of their resource base. They also need desperately a
strategic posture, an alliance to coalesce their powers into a meaningful force that
can protect and safeguard their water interests in an environment of global
warming in which water is becoming increasingly more scarce.
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* Professor of Economics, McMaster University, Canada.



Poverty Policy in Africa and the Middle East: A Review of
Poverty Monitoring

Arjan de Haan and Shahin Yaqub

Abstract

Much has been written during the 1990s about poverty. The main argument
however, is that particularly in Africa, there is a dearth of information and that
governments and donor agencies pay too little attention to this issue of poverty.
This crucially limits effective and timely action against poverty. This paper
analyzes the information that lies at the base of these debates. However, it is
now recognized that knowledge of poverty in Africa and the Middle East has
increased during the last decade. To illustrate this, the paper discusses
information on trends and profiles of poverty. Nevertheless, the process has just
begun for providing decision makers with sufficient and timely poverty
information. At this time, information is still inadequate to rigorously cross-
check, evaluate and answer significant questions which exist. Specifically two
critical questions are raised regarding the available poverty information: (a)
data availability, timeliness and quality; and (b) usefulness of the available data
for the type and range of information needed by policy makers.
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