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Keynote Address on Participatory Planning: The Egyptian

Experience
Ahmed Aldarsh

Abstract

The keynote address reviews the recent experience of Egypt in revisiting
the essentials of development planning in a market oriented economy. It
is acknowledged that the development process is long-term and complex
in nature and that the dynamics of expectations and realizations require
occasional reconsideration of the modality of planning as a tool to
achieve desired development goals. In the case of Egypt such
reconsideration is dictated by the need to take into account the changes
that have taken place in the economic and social structures and the need
to accord the regional dimension the importance it deserves. Participatory
planning is thought to be an approach that can engage all stake-holders
(government, private sector, non-government organizations and civil
society) in the process of planning with the government playing a
coordination role. Egypt’s nascent experience in this respect is reviewed.
Similarly, the reasons for according regional planning a special priority
are presented together with the details of how such an approach can be

implemented in Egypt.
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Recent Advances in Development Thought and the

International Development Goals

Ali Abdel Gadir Ali

Abstract

The paper argues that the international development goals can be
understood as an embodiment of the emerging agreement that the
overarching objective of development is the reduction of poverty. Under
such an understanding the paper proposes an analytical framework that
enables the review of the most recent advances in development thought.
The framework indicates that changes in poverty have a growth
component and a distribution component and as such advances in these
two areas are reviewed. As with other developing regions it is shown that
more research needs to be done for a better understanding of the sources
of growth in Arab countries, perhaps on the basis of case studies. It is also
shown that inequality reducing policies do not necessarily imply anti-
growth stances and may need further research work.
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On the Evaluation of Domestic Capacity for the Design of
Development Strategies and Programs: Some Preliminary
Results

Ali Abdel Gadir Ali
&
Mutafa H. Babiker

Abstract

The paper provides a brief review of the role of think tanks in public
policy formulation and implementation in the United States as a reference
model. Following this, the paper evaluates the state of a sample of think
tanks in the Arab countries, based on a recent compilation, from the
perspective of the reference model and from that of their role in designing
development policies and programs consistent with the international
development goals. Further, the paper estimates a production function for
the output of these Arab think tanks in an attempt to explore the most
important determinants of their output. Research output is defined as per
researcher citation of the think tank on the internet. Overall, it is
concluded that think tanks in the Arab countries are in an early stage of
development and that there are a number of channels through which
production efficiency can be improved.
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Research Centers and Decision Making in the United Arab
Emirates

Abdel Razag Faris Al-Faris
Abstract

This paper looks at the local research capacity in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE). The paper is based on a special survey designed for the
purpose where a questionnaire was distributed to all known research and
studies centers and government units . The survey instrument asked
questions on the number of researchers, sources of funding, nature of
scientific output, evaluation of such output and dissemination channels.
Areas relating to the possible policy impact of the output of the research
centers and the constraints facing them are also explored. The paper notes
that specialized research and studies centers in UAE are of recent
establishment, and are small in size, which are features that reflect on the
process of knowledge accumulation.
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An Evaluation of Sudan’s Research Capacity in the Light of
the International Development Goals

Eltahir Mohamed Nur

Abstract

The paper provides a preliminary evaluation of Sudan’s research capacity
by developing a set of indicators (head-count of researchers,
qualifications, intensity of research output, and experience)and applying
them to a number of research organizations in Sudan. All of the research
organizations belong to the government. Trend growth equations for the
various indicators for each research organization are estimated from the
time of the establishment to 2001. All results show that while the head-
count indicator shows an increasing trend all quality related indicators
record a declining trend. The paper also explores the reasons behind the
decline of the research capacity of the country and recommends a set of
actions that can reverse these negative trends.
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